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More than ninety percent of dog owners consider their pets to be members of their family. But often,

despite our best intentions, we are letting our dogs down by not giving them the guidance and

direction they need. Unwanted behavior is the number-one reason dogs are relinquished to shelters

and rescue groups. The key to training dogs effectively is first to understand why our dogs do what

they do. And no one can address this more authoritatively than the diplomates of the American

College of Veterinary Behavior, whose work, the culmination of years of rigorous training, takes

them deep into the minds of dogs in an effort to decode how they think, how they communicate, and

how they learn. In Decoding Your Dog, these experts analyze problem behaviors, decipher the

latest studies, and correct common misconceptions and outmoded theories. The audiobook

includes: Effective, veterinary-approved positive training methods. Expert advice on socialization,

house-training, diet, and exercise. Remedies for behavior problems such as OCD and aggression.

With Decoding Your Dog, the experts' experts deliver a must-have dog behavior guide that

ultimately challenges the way we think about our dogs.
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You can't go wrong with this book if you have or want a dog. An excellent book to get before you

bring a dog into your family. It should be required reading before anyone gets a dog. I asked Vine to

send me this book for the reasons most will be drawn to it: I have a dog that has behaviors I don't

understand and I need some help. I did not find the solution, but no book is perfect. What I did find

was solid information about the overall training of and living with dogs and some insightful, credible,

science-based information about why dogs do what they do.I did not know the book was written by



veterinarians, which may have turned me off. HOWEVER, author Steve Dale has done a great job

of making the book readable or the vets were good writers because the book is engaging and

clever. Information is presented with examples of specifically named dogs, which brings the

information to life; pictures are included; and each chapter has a wrap up "What Did we Say?" Since

each chapter was written by a different person as is common in books by academicians, there is no

index*, which I would have liked, but each chapter is a jewel. The chapter "I Know They're Normal

Behaviors, but How do you Fix Them? Common Problems That Can Drive any Dog Owner to Howl,"

should be required, like a marriage license. "Can't we Just Talk?" and "Creating a Mensa Dog?" are

also standouts. As I have an older dog in my family and have ushered two other dogs through their

older years, I really appreciated the chapter on "Dogs with an AARF Card." The chapter on phobias,

"I know it's going to rain, and I hate the Fourth of July," is another that can save lives because as

the book points out, "unwanted behaviors is the number-one reason dogs are relinquished.
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